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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT 
George  Freeman , Yellowstone  City-County  Planner,  Box  1178,  Billings,  MT 
Jim  Neely,  Courthouse,  Room  310,  Billings,  MT  59101 

Dale  Cowger,  Project  Director,  Room  406,  County  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  1209  8th  Ave.,  Helena,  MT 
Loren  Raty,  2323  Belknap  Ave.,  Billings,  MT  59101 
James  Moseman,  2323  Belknap  Ave.,  Billings,  MT  59101 

Mr.  Tom  Ellerhoff,  Env.  Sciences  Div.,  Dept,  of  Health  and  Env.  Sciences,  Helena 


Gentlemen; 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  Section  16-2.2(2) -P2030 , 
Rule  IV,  the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning {American 
Auto  Salvage,  Huntley,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


LARRY  D.  MITCHELL 

Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 


LDM:vc 

Ends. 

ITATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

APR  1 1 1983 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6ih  AVE. 
HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER" 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di v i si cn/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  American  Auto  Salvage I 

Description  of  Project  The  applicant  has  proposed  to  establish  and  license  a new 

mntnr  vphirle  wrecking  facility  in  Yellowstone  County  near  Huntley.  The 

attached  map  shows  .the  exact  location. - 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
li fe  and  habi tats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 

O water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction County  Commissioners 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS Not  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 


m 


J-4 1— 


4. 


it-  if  ^ 


jfC 


Date: July  13.  1981 


jx 'LARRY/'  D.  MITCHELL 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


5.  Aesthetics 

Before  a license  to  operate  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  can  be 
issued,  Montana  law  requires  that  such  facilities  be  screened  such  that  no 
junk  vehicles  are  stored  in  view  of  public  roads.  This  facility  is  visible 
from  several  county  roads  in  the  area  and  is  required  to  be  screened  from 
view.  The  applicant  has  proposed  to  construct  a wooden  fence  eight  feet 
tall  around  the  perimeter  of  the  facility.  The  topography  of  the  site  is 
basically  level  with  nearby  roads  so  special  screening  techniques  are  not 
necessary.  As  long  as  the  fence  is  constructed  such  that  junk  vehicles 
will  not  be  visible  from  a point  six  feet  above  the  center  line  of  the 
public  roads  from  which  the  vehicles  may  be  seen,  the  facility  will  be 
screened  in  compliance  with  the  law.  The  applicant  proposes  stacking 
vehicles  in  the  back  of  the  facility  to  await  recycling  operations. 

This  will  not  be  permissible  if  by  stacking  the  vehicles  they  become 
visible  from  the  roads. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution,  of  community  and  personal  income 
8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

A successful  vehicle  salvage  and  recycling  business  will  provide  an 
additional  market  outlet  for  junked  vehicles,  especially  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  Yellowstone  County.  This  may  have  a minor  impact  on  community 
income  in  that  abandoned  and  junk  vehicles  may  become  economic  assets 
or  at  least  not  be  economic  liabilities,  unwanted  or  wanted  only  if 
collection  costs  are  paid.  Additional  competition  for  salvage  material 
generally  improves  the  recycling  opportunities  for  this  portion  of  the 
scrap  cycle. 

An  active  operation  will  provide  employment  and  income  opportunities 
for  the  owners  and  any  additional  employees  which  may  be  needed  in  the 
future.  Secondary  industries  such  as  construction,  shipping, advertising, 
transportation, and  equipment  sales  and  repair  may  also  be  effected  positively 
with  income  and  employment  opportunities. 

State  and  local  tax  bases  and  revenue  may  be  impacted  positively  by 
the  successful  operation  of  a five  acre  vehicle  salvage  business. 

4.  Agriculture  or  industrial  production 
11.  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

Presently,  this  site  is  a five  acre  alfalfa  field.  Obviously  this  amount 
of  agricultural  ground  will  be  removed  from  agricultural  production  at  least 
for  the  duration  of  the  proposed  use.  It  is  doubtful,  but  not  impossible, 
that  the  acreage  will  revert  to  agricultural  production  in  the  future.  Land 
use  in  the  area  is  generally  agricultural  or  agri-business  with  some  scattered 
residential  development.  Vehicle  salvage  businesses  are  generally  considered 
heavy  commercial  or  light  industrial  land  uses  and  occasionally  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  type  of  business  may  result  in  a trend  towards  this  type  of 
growth.  Except  in  the  long  term, such  is  not  the  case  here.  Simply  stated  a 
five  acre  parcel  of  agricultural  land  in  an  area  heavily  influenced  by  the 
agricultural  industry  is  being  proposed  for  use  as  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
faci 1 ity . 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT  (cont.) 


10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Routine  inspections  of  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  by  state  and 
local  junk  vehicle  program  officials  are  required  to  assure  that  they  are 
being  maintained  and  operated  in  compliance  with  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling 
and  Disposal  law  and  regulations.  A minor  amount  of  administrative  effort 
will  be  required  in  establishing  and  maintaining  office  files  on  the  facility 
and  in  routine  mailings.  Additional  local  government  services  may  be  required 
in  obtaining  miscellaneous  permits  for  construction,  sewer  or  other  utility 
installations. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  establishment  and  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at 
the  proposed  location  does  not  violate  any  locally  adopted  land  use  ordinances 
or  regulations  according  to  a certification  on  the  application  signed  by  the 
County  Commissioners'  office. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Science;;  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


motor  vehicle  w kicking  facility 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  DUANE  L.  ROBERTSON,  CHIEF 

Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 

. — _ Helena,  Montana  59601 

1.  Name  of  applicant:  kOfcP.N  ~ i locO 

2.  Name  of  facility:  . P A\£&Q \\ !Q  k l aTO  S A-l  v ’ A 

3.  Address:  ^ L±L  gQi^v)  g CAP  Cm  T\Ui^TUSi<  , 


4.  Size  and  legal  description  of' facility:  H-k,  CF  ^10 'k  c,L.'X  £F  r\  3 

TC  .-a  o -2  N~'r-v>T(-k ..  iNy  ^o.-vNot^.  rq^r  i 

__  a DCCiijyiV&NGfv 

Ago  , iPirnVrfc  i'-*1?..  fY>v-P0tMf,  To.Tiyg.  r;FP>CnvM.  PcAT:  tf  iC.'F'7C.^^ 


5.  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who 
holds  title  to  the  property: 


Name: 


Address:  

6.  Attachments:  a.  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 

b.  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 

7.  I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances . (To  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government ^oificiai  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances) 


TITLE: 

OF: 





(Cit/  or  County) 

8.  Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation:  '/ 

L‘iNT:  PHONE: 
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SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICA 
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